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Grand Traverse County Courthouse 

Grand Traverse County Courthouse is listed on the  
Michigan Register of Historic Sites.  The aging 
building was deteriorating and inefficiently used 
when the County was faced with the choice of 
destroying the old building or rehabilitating the 
existing structure.  The County chose to conserve  
the building with widely acclaimed results.  The  
conservation program for Grand Traverse County  
Courthouse included the restoration of the exterior 
including lost ornament and the renovation of interior 
space complete with the new environmental 
systems.  Extensive research of the County’s historic 
documents, preparation of a comprehensive 
structural survey and the review of planning 
requirements for a modern justice facility was 
completed before the design work began.  This 
additional research assured a design that was both 
responsive to function and sympathetic to the history 
and character of the original structure.  The  
National Association of Counties awarded the 
project a National Achievement Award of 
Excellence. 
 
 
Client: 
Grand Traverse County 
Board of Commissioners 
 
Location: 
Traverse City, Michigan 
 
Completion Date: 
1982 
 
Budget: 
$2.0 million 
 
Size: 
14,000 s.f. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

SMNG-A  –  936 West Huron Street, Chicago, Illinois 60642  –  t: (312)829.3355  –  f: (312)829.8187  –  www.smng-arch.com 




